14                              NELSON
In January, 1780, he had Ms first experience of
warfare,          appointed senior naval officer
on a joint expedition against the Spanish settle-
on         Nicaragua.   The expedition^ which
was bacily organised at its
did not begin the ascent of the San
Juan River til! April, when the rainy season had
Rodney's  fleet in  the  West
in         very same year lost one man in
while three in every hundred
home as physical wrecks.   Nor
this                   so very unusual.   Nelson's
far worse, since Ms men had to
the   unhealthy   task   of forcing   their
tropical forests amidst tropical
They were         attacked by malaria
but, nevertheless, captured Fort
objective, although they
not            fit         to told it, and the Minsk-
is        to have lost ninety-five per cent of
on         enterprise.   Nelson was luckily
the day before the fort fell, in order to
of the           at Jamaica,, whose
died.   He had exerted him-
self                           in the expedition, having
wMch fired on the fort with
Ms                           be reached Jamaica suffering
in   a   critical   condition,
he                  to take command of Ms
personaly nursed by
home in the Lum^
by                 the   Hoa.    William
**                   and attention," he after-
"                     my life."